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e most interesting and instructive article, of
the current month, on
the astern question, is
entitled "L Oriente
Lix,” a plea for Russ:
American  utulerstand
by Viadimir Holmstrem, (a Russian ), in th
il American Reviews, Tt is needless to Sil
t we (o not agree with the views taken by the
ped writer except in his special plea for thy
eerity of China.  But whatever opinion may
held concerning Russia it is always profitabe
know bhoth sides of a

stion and most ably and
anstively has Mr. Holm-

m put hefore the read-

|11l|rli|.‘ the aims and de-
Russiazrand:- tie. .

iplexion of Russian

bught concerning  Fng-

d's fur Eastern policy.

fnce Olokhtonisky, editor

the St Petersburg 1ied-

ustiin his preface to NMr,
blnistrems article  wives,

a paragraph, an idea of

forces hehind Russian

tlization, as follows:

‘We must face and ser

shy study the following
estoms: What were the

ces that called us into
g, what was the pro-
s ol the growth of our

miry, what blood s it
gt lows in our veins, and,
allv, what are the glor-
Is legacies of our past he
l'll”ll'l] I | hl\' ll;l)'\ of
res The dominant fac-

m the lli-lur_\ of s

s opast s the influence of
Bl She erushed us. hut

*has also regenerated us,

cotmmon with her we

ve created the idea of antocracy (whiclt his
pthing in common with the Caesarism of the
fust 120t s an idea that pervades all Asiaoand is
the hireath of life to her.”
Mr. Holmstrem deseribes Russian Tdeals thus:
e inity of Russia is personificd in the Tsar
il can find no other expression, such as Parlia
Mo Congress, hecanse sneh institutions wonld
Al political slavery not only for the great mass
rives of an illfl"l‘i;\i' (]v_u'l‘t.'l' of eivilization. b
r the bulk of the Russian peasantry as well,
hl' Fsinr I8 the I'J‘f‘r(',\l.f;ll” of e national idea
Russin, and therefore the enemy of the Tsar

Russian View of
English-American
Policy

i HT‘

IS the encmy of the people. The power of the
Esar noomore limits freedom than do Cuongress
or Parlisment during the time that their meni-
hers are actually in office, Mgain,—the ult'mate
ohject of onr cmpire is o bring together in a
harimonions whole ail the nations of the earth,
of which Russia inchules in herself virions rep-
resentatives. Rissiv ds oo soorfd. o wnieerser

\eenstomed as we are to ook upon Russiy as
1 Enropean powet professing FEurapean civiliza-
tion, the influence of \sia upon Russian eciviliza-
ton is ton frequently under-estimated. It is this
blending of two distinet eivilizations. witho' 11 our
realizing it that makes Russia so ineomprehon-
sible and her diplomacy so formitalle. The state-
ment, that the ultimite ohjeer of Russia is the

harmony of all nations of the earth, (supposedly
niider Ragsstan domination) is just where the shoe
pinches.  1tis the dream of every patriotic Amer-
fcan that autoeracy will some day be stamped ot
of existenee—that individual sovereignty will be-
come the ideal of all peoples s the stimulant that
shall gquicken the intelleet of the henighited races:
the ereat factor in the gradual evolution of the
world toward human perfection,  The learved
writer, being o Russian, cannnt aspreciate that
it is the fear, of liberty, loving nations, that Rus-
sian domination might 11('1'-111'.(: possible, \_\]lirh 18
catising the opposition to Russian aggression. He
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claims that Russia's motives are pure and
cannot see what husiness England has got to med-
dle with her. He claims for Russia the right to
dominate Asia on the same principle that the
United States insists upon paramount influence
i the Western Hemisphere, This explains the
motive farther aggressive, almost irresistable
movement of Russia upon China. It is claimed
that the sole desire of Russia is the integrity of
China, and that she was forced to enter China
to prevent the partitioning of the Empire between
England, Germany and other European powers,
Iingland is arraigned for insincerity in her “open
door™ policy and the United States is urged to
join with Russia against English propensity for

land grabbing. In this connection the writer says:

“Viewed in the light of
what has just been said, the
position of America, which

\ has suddenly come to the
wanen [LONLL I the politics of the
Wi i' !

= Rygsi: il in the follow
vel whhs America 8 a

wnzerse, whegein the in-
fluence of the people of the
U'nited  States  predomi-
nates: it is a universe in the
sense that it brings into
close contact and harmony
clements of various origin,
creed and disposition, as-
similating them one to an-
other and welding them
into an indissoluble whole.
Whatever political vicis-
situdes may  await the
Americans in the future,
whatever temporary inter-
ests may claim attention in
different parts of the world,
they will always be of a
transitory:  character, he-
cause of the one absorbing,
all-embracing and determ-
ining interest of Americans
centres in -their own conti-
nent, The success which
may attend the policy of the
United States elsewhere will always depend on its
success in the New World, This being admitted,
it follows that in order to fulfill their destiny the
United States must have their hands free on their
own continent,

. presifhts itself to the-. -

S

But it is here that England 27

hlocks the way at all points and in every way, &% °8

It follows that the future of the dif-

ferent countries lyving within the sphere of in-
[rence of United States depends on their eman-
cipation from the Tnelish,”

The author of “Ex Oriente Lux™ seems to
have forgotten that President Monroe in his
famous proclamation emancipated the United
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